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The Mekong Sub-region
Provisional Definition




“Japan will continue to help the world to boost food production and improve

agricultural productivity as the world’s largest donor in the agricultural sector.”
Shintaro Ito
State Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Japan
March 5, 2009,

http://www.mofa.go.jp/announce/svm/address090 3.html

“Our new plan may cover investment in countries in Latin America, Central Asia and
Eastern Europe for supply of corn, soybeans and wheat,”
Munemitsu Hirano
Counsellor at the international affairs department of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries,
April 26, 2009
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news ?pid=newsarchive&sid=akj4F 3JyDUrl

“Japan could not maintain its high standard of living and eating if it relied only on
domestic food production. The “two pillar’ strategy that supports it requires a shift to
a broader view recognizing imported agricultural products as legitimate and
wholesome contributors to the well-being of Japanese society.”

James P. Zumwalt

Charge d’Affaires ad interim

U.S. Embassy Tokyo

May 1, 2009

http:/ /tokyo.usembassy.gov/e/p/tp-20090501-79.html



“Investment, whether foreign or domestic, private or government-backed, plays a key
role in financing agricultural growth. Decades of underinvestment have meant

continuing low productivity and stagnant production in many developing countries.”

Japan Ambassador

At the World Summit on Food Security

Rome, Italy, 18 November 2009
http://www.maff.go.jp/j/kokusai/kokkyo/fao/pdf/091120_english.pdf

“..openness in trade is fundamental to addressing the food security challenge. But

not just trade in goods, but trade in services and openness of investment flows.”

Minister for Education, Employment and Workplace Relations
Interview with Nikkei newspaper
4 June 2010
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