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“The Mekong region is the key to an East Asian Community. The region still faces a

big development gap and by having them overcome such difficulties will raise the
momentum and spirit of the community”
Yukio Hatoyama
Former Japanese PM
The Summit Meeting Between Japan and the Mekong Region Countries
7 November 2009
“The East Asian Community has to engage with America”
Peter Drysdale
Former executive director of Australia-Japan Research Center
November 2009
“The Chinese media originally speculated that Hatoyama’s initiative might pursue a
policy of “leaving the US and return to Asia”, while the US media had focused on the
“equal relationship”.
YANG Lijun & LIM Chee Kia
EAI Background Brief No. 487
28 October 2009
http://www.eai.nus.edu.sg/BB487.pdf



“The creation of an East Asian community will not succeed unless Asia’s two

economic giants cooperate.”

Researcher of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

3 October 2009

http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-bin/nn2009 1003f2.html

“We face a number of problems that challenge our security and well being that we
cannot solve by ourselves. The concept of the ‘East Asian Community’ stems from

the necessity to solve these issues together.”

Executive Member, Council for Science and Technology Policy, Cabinet Office
The Asian Public Intellectual Symposium
January 2009
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The Ten Principles

Principle 1

Principle 2

Principle 3

Principle 4

Principle 5
Principle 6

Principle 7

Principle 8

Principle 9

Principle 10

Businesses should support and respect the protection of
internationally proclaimed human rights; and

make sure that they are not complicit in human rights
abuses.

Businesses should uphold the freedom of association
and the effective recognition of the right to collective
bargaining;

the elimination of all forms of forced and compulsory
labour;

the effective abolition of child labour; and

the elimination of discrimination in respect of
employment and occupation.

Businesses should support a precautionary approach to
environmental challenges;

undertake initiatives to promote greater environmental
responsibility; and

encourage the development and diffusion of
environmentally friendly technologies.

Businesses should work against corruption in all its
forms, including extortion and bribery.
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