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C_‘.gommerﬁts over a
S. military. base

“We should do it as soon as possible.”

Japanese Defense Minister Toshimi Kitazwa
Dec 22, 2009
http: //www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRESBLO0S20091222
“Please wait a little longer”

Japanese Foreign Minister Katsuya Okada
“If we made an immediate decision, it would fall apart”

Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama
Dec 15, 2009
http: //www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRESBE07020091215
“Hatoyama is reluctant to decide by the end of the year, and [if he doesn’t] that will cause a
sensitive and difficult situation for the two countries,”

Takao Toshikawa, Editor of political newsletter Insideline
“The solution [on Futenma] is the realignment roadmap that has been agreed to. You have to give the
Hatoyama administration time.”

U.S. Ambassador John Roos
Nov 9, 2009
http: //www.time.com/time /world/article/0,8599,1937041,00.html
“Our view is clear. The Futenma relocation facility is the lynchpin of the realignhment road map.
Without the Futenma realignment, the Futenma facility, there will be no relocation to Guam. And
without relocation to Guam, there will be no consolidation of forces and the return of land in Okinawa.
This may not be the perfect alternative for anyone, but it is the best alternative for everyone, and it is
time to move on. We have investigated all of the alternatives in great detail and believe that they are
both politically untenable and operationally unworkable.”

U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
Oct 2009

http: //www.idsa.in/idsastrategiccomments/ControversyoverRelocatingFutenmabase_RPanda_311009
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